Open Space Grant Application

Mercer County Open Space Assistance
Mercer County Planning Division
640 South Broad Street | PO Box 8068 | Trenton, NJ 08650

Phone: 609.989.6545 | Fax: 609.989.6546
http://nj.gov/counties/mercer/

Project Information

Please provide one application per project.

Name and Title of Person Applying |[Danielle Dobisch, Director of Land Preservation |

Current Property Owner |Lisa Forrester |

Property Address (115 Marshalls Corner-Woodville Rd |

Township  [Hopewell Twp |

Block(s) and Lot(s) [23/6.04 |

Acres [43.92 Certified Market Value  [$672,036.00 |
(CFMV)

Acquisition Cost  [$672,036.00 Total Amount of Grants  [$268,815.00 |
Requested

Are you considering Eminent Domain? (O YES  (® NO

Funding Request

List all county grant requests for the projects.

Funding Amount (1): |$268,815.00 Applicant: [D&R Greenway/Forrester |
FundingAmount(2): [ ] Applicant: | |
Funding Amount (3): |:| Applicant: | |
Funding Amount (4): |:| Applicant: | |

TOTAL COUNTY GRANTS: [$268,815.00 |



http://nj.gov/counties/mercer/

Funding Request Continued: List all funding from additional sources.

Funding amount from other sources (1): |$336,01 Source: [Green Acres |
Funding amount from other sources (2) Source: |Hopewell Twp. Open Space Fund|
Funding amount from other sources (3) Source: |D&RGreenway Land Fund donati|
Funding amount from other sources (4) [ | Source: | |

TOTAL ACQUISITION COSTS:  |$672,036.00 |

Certified Market Value:  [$672,036.00 |

Explain any difference in Acquisition cost versus Market Value:

\We intend to close on this property by end of year 2022 per our contract with the landowner. We are
requesting to use the higher of the two appraisals for CMV, to be adjusted when we receive the CMV from
NJDEP Green Acres.

\We have secured two appraisals for the easement value as follows. The values are less than $3,000 apart:
John Weber: $672,036

Martin Appraisals: $669,800

Property Description

Include information about the geographic characteristics such as topography, vegetation, habitat, special
features, and adjacent land uses.

The Conservation Area contains mature deciduous upland forest, early successional habitat and deciduous
wooded wetlands. The Conservation Area extends habitat linkages for migratory birds and wildlife with
connectivity to the adjacent permanently preserved open space. The Conservation Area contains habitat
ranked 4 (State Endangered) in the NJDEP's Landscape Project data (version 3.3), which indicates that it
provides potential habitat for State Endangered and Threatened wildlife species, including barred owl,
Northern copperhead, worm-eating warbler, wood thrush, veery, wood turtle, hooded warbler, Kentucky
warbler, Canada warbler and Cooper's hawk. It is adjacent to Skyview Preserve owned and maintained by
FOHVOS who is a partner in this acquisition.

The tax parcel contains 50.92 acres which includes a small portion of a dam and water body created by the
dam. The easement we are placing on the property excludes the area around the dam and water body as a
70-acre non-severable exception; this area may not be built on and the dam may be removed and the area
restored to natural habitat. The easement restrictions including 100% public access apply to the remaining
43.92 acres. Only the 43.92 acres are included in the valuation.




Open Space Significance

Summarize how this property is consistent with the Mercer County Open Space Preservation Plan:
V. Polices AND Strategies, and VI. Criteria.

This property is consistent with Mercer County's Open Space Preservation Plan in that it:
* protects water quality, wetlands, and habitat for plants and animals,

* provides a connection with other nearby open space;

* expands a regional network of open space,

* contains wetland and forest, and

* contains soil of statewide importance.

Local Open Space Preservation Plan

Summarize how this property is consistent with the local Open Space Plan.

This property is consistent with Hopewell Township's Open Space and Recreation Plan in that it:

* protects critical environmental features that are interconnected (i.e., forest, wetlands, and a stream
corridor),

* protects wetlands and a forested area,

*is under development pressure,

* Is adjacent to already preserved land,

*extends public access trails,

* provides potential habitat for State-listed wildlife species.
* provides an extensive scenic viewshed along the creek;




Environmental Significance

Describe any environmentally significant features of the site such as critical habitat, endangered species,
and environmentally sensitive land and water resources.

A tributary of the Stony Brook flows through the subject property to its confluence with the Stony Brook

located on the property. Groundwater seeps feed the streams and serve as critical habitat for salamanders and
may contain habitat for rare dragonfly species.

Use of Property

Describe the proposed use of the property and how public access will be provided.

The property will have an easement on 43 of the acres, all of which are 100% open for public access. A trail
network will be created on the property and will link with the adjacent Skyview Preserve owned by FOHVOS.
Following the decommissioning of the dam, D&R Greenway will purchase the property in fee.




Applicant Information

Full Legal Name / Organization

Contact Person
(if different)

Street Address
City
E-mail Address

Telephone Number

Full Legal Name / Organization

Contact Person
(if different)

Street Address
City
E-mail Address

Telephone Number

Full Legal Name / Organization

Contact Person
(if different)

Street Address
City

E-mail Address

ID&R Greenway Land Trust

I |
[One Preservation Place |
Princet State [NJ [+ Zip Code [08540°
lddobisch@drgreenway.org |
1609-924-4646 |

I |

I |
I |
[ ]  state [ ] ZipCode [ |
I |

I |

I |

I |
I |
[ ] ostae [ ] ZipCode [ ]
I |

I |

Telephone Number




Project Map

Please provide with the grant application submission a 8 1/2" x 11" map containing at minimum the
following:

Aerial View [O] Lot and Block # [O]

Scale [O] Project Name and Location [O]

North Arrow [O] Adjacent or nearby [O]
preserved open space

Property Boundary [O] Streams, Wetlands, and [O]

Water Bodies

Please provide a resolution or official document from each grant application that authorizes applying for the
grant.

Approval Process

The complete application will be presented to the Open Space Preservation Board at their next regularly
scheduled meeting. The Board meets every other month on the first Tuesday of the month. The Open Space
Board approval is a recommendation to the County Administration and is contingent upon the approval of the
Mercer County Board of Chosen Freeholders. Please see Applicant Checklist.

Submit Application

Please save the completed application and submit your completed application or any questions to
Emily Blackman at eblackman@mercercounty.org.



mailto:eblackman@mercercounty.org
mailto:lfritzinger@mercercounty.org
mailto:lfritzinger@mercercounty.org
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