
MERCER COUNTY PLANNING BOARD RESOLUTION NO. 2023-02_ 

Subject: Authorization of the adoption of the 
summary of public participation and 
adoption of the Mercer County 2021 
Open Space and Recreation Plan 
Element of the County’s Master 
Plan  

WHEREAS, the Mercer County Open Space Preservation Board was established to create an Open Space 
Preservation Plan to implement strategies and priorities for the use of the Open Space Preservation Trust fund; and, 

WHEREAS, the Mercer County Planning Board and the Open Space Preservation Board adopted said Plan 
which guides the County in its use of the Open Space Preservation Trust Fund Tax, and other resources, with the task 
of providing the County with the preservation of its natural resource, open space dated February 2010 and Amended 
April 2016; and, 

WHEREAS, the updated 2021 Open Space Preservation Plan has been prepared by the Open Space Board and 
the Mercer County Planning Department staff in accordance with the New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection Green Acres Program Standards which contains goals with criteria and strategies to achieve these goals; and; 

WHEREAS, the Board conducted a public hearing on the adoption of the Amended Open Space and Recreation 
Plan on August 11, 2021; and 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Green Acres Program requires a 
summary of public participation from two noticed public meetings provided during the preparation and adoption of 
the County Open Space and Recreation Plan to remain eligible for the Green Acres Planning Incentive Program; and, 

WHEREAS, a Summary of the Public Participation Process has been prepared and presented in support of the 
County’s ongoing participation in the Green Acres Planning Incentive Program; and, 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board now wishes to memorialize the Summary of Participation dated June 2023; 
now therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Planning Board of the County of Mercer, that, based on the testimony and 
documents referenced in this Resolution and presented at the applicable public hearings, it does hereby approve the 
Summary of Participation, which is attached hereto. 

Date Adopted Secretary 



 
SUMMARY OF THE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

2021 OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION PLAN ELEMENT OF THE MERCER COUNTY MASTER PLAN 
JUNE 2023 

 
 
 
In accordance with the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection – Green Acres Open Space and 
Recreation Plan Guidelines, the following summary of public participation opportunities is being provided to 
support Mercer County’s efforts for ongoing participation in the County Planning Incentive Grant Program for 
open space and recreation acquisitions and funding.  
 
The Mercer County Open Space and Recreation Plan Element (OSRP) preparation and adoption provided ample 
opportunity for public review and participation over several months. The Open Space Preservation Board 
conducted two (2) meetings to review the OSRP and included discussions of the draft plan during their regularly 
scheduled meetings (see attached agendas and meeting minutes). This meeting afforded both the public and the 
Planning Board an opportunity to discuss the draft plan, ask questions and provide comments. During both public 
meetings, discussion and review of the plan resulted in positive and constructive feedback, which resulted in 
updates to the plan.  
 
 
The Planning Board held a public meeting on August 11, 2021 during which the final OSRP was adopted. The 
public was duly noticed as part of the regular Mercer County Planning Board meeting schedule. 
 











MERCER COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

IN-PERSON MEETING 

August 11, 2021 

 
PRESENT:   Michael Shine, Chair 

William S. Agress, Vice-Chair 

    Taiwanda Wilson 

    Basit Muzaffar County Engineer 

    Leslie R. Floyd for Brian Hughes, County Executive 

     

ALSO PRESENT:  Robert Ridolfi, Planning Board Counsel 

    Matthew Zochowski, Planning Board Secretary 

    

Vice-Chairman Agress called the meeting of the Mercer County Planning Board to order at 9:02 AM. 

Chairman Shine was present at 9:25 which constituted a quorum of the Mercer County Planning Board. 

 

I. STATEMENT OF ADEQUATE NOTICE 

Pursuant to the Sunshine Law, notice of this meeting was sent to the Trenton Times and the Trentonian on 

July 22nd, 2021, was posted in the County Administration Building on July 27th, 2021 and was published in 

the Trenton Times on July 27th, 2021. 

 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Chairman Shine announced that minutes have been distributed from the July 14th, 2021 meeting and asked if 

there were any comments. There were no comments. Mrs. Wilson made a motion to approve the July 14th, 

2021 Planning Board minutes which was seconded by Vice-Chair Agress. All members voted in favor. 

 

IV.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

Chairman Shine asked if there are any public comments this morning related to non-agenda items. There 

were no members of the public requesting to comment. 

 

V. OLD BUSINESS 

Status of appeal by OTR East Windsor Investors, LLC (the “Developer”) with Mercer County Planning 

Board’s Site Plan decision requiring, Inter alla, the Developer to provide a cross access easement for 

vehicular traffic from its proposed residential development to a neighboring/adjacent residential 

development. 

 

Mrs. Floyd mentioned the appeal has been delayed. Both the County’s attorney and OTR East Windsor 

attorney are having a case management conference with the judge on June 14th at 11AM. Depending on 

outcome of that meeting, future actions are up in the air. 

 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 

 

 Resolution No. 2021-01: Mercer County Planning Board Electronic Documents & Tools 

• Staff introduced Resolution No. 2021-01: Proposal to allow for greater use of electronic tools by the 

Mercer County Planning Board, specifically to require electronic document submission, electronic 

application and allow for online or hybrid meetings and online fee payment at such time an online 

form collection option is available 

• Vice-Chair Agress made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mrs. Wilson. All members 

present voted in favor of adopting the resolution. 

• A condensed transcript of this new business item can be viewed under Attachment A 

 



Resolution No. 2021-02: New Mercer County Comprehensive Farmland Preservation Master Plan Element 

• County Planning staff have prepared a new Farmland Preservation Master Plan Element. This plan 

will replace the 2010 Master Plan Element. Staff provided a short presentation of the new Master 

Plan Element. Copies of the plan can be found on the County Planning Department website under 

“Master Plan Updates” or at the following link: https://www.mercercounty.org/departments/master-

plan-updates  

• Vice-Chair Agress made a motion to approve which was seconded by Mrs. Wilson. All members 

present voted in favor of adopting the resolution. 

• A condensed transcript of this new business item can be viewed under Attachment A 

 

Resolution No. 2021-03: Mercer County Open Space Preservation Master Plan Element 

• County Planning staff have prepared a new Farmland Preservation Master Plan Element. This plan 

will replace the 2010 Master Plan Element. Staff provided a short presentation of the new Master 

Plan Element. Copies of the plan can be found on the County Planning Department website under 

“Master Plan Updates” or at the following link: https://www.mercercounty.org/departments/master-

plan-updates  

• Mrs. Wilson made a motion to approve which was seconded by Vice-Chair Agress. All members 

present voted in favor of adopting the resolution. 

• A condensed transcript of this new business item can be viewed under Attachment A 

 

 

Mobility Master Plan Addendum 

• County staff have begun working on an addendum to the 2010 Mobility Master Plan Element. This 

addendum proposes to eliminate DTS “1A: As Existing” and create a new DTS “1B”. Segments 

designated as 1A will be replaced with a new segment DTS in order to meet the recommendations 

set out in the 2020 Mercer County Bicycle Plan Master Plan Element and the 2012 County Complete 

Streets Policy. A copy of the addendum can be found on the County Planning Department website 

under “Master Plan Updates” or at the following link: 

https://www.mercercounty.org/departments/master-plan-updates  

• There was not vote regarding this addendum at this time, as this presentation was for informational 

purposes only. Staff will continue outreach efforts with municipal partners to finalize the addendum 

prior to an official vote by the Planning Board.  

• A condensed transcript of this new business item can be viewed under Attachment B 

 

Mercer County Sewer Service Amendment Public Hearing 

• Staff introduced proposed amendment to the Mercer County Water Quality Management Plan 

(WQMP). This amendment proposal, titled “Ohm Amrutam” submitted by Mr. Tony Dilodovico of 

TonyD Environmental Permitting, LLC, on behalf of Ohm Amrutam, LLC, would designate 

approximately 15.3 acres as a discharge to groundwater (DGW) sewer service area (SSA) within 

portions of Block 19, Lots 3 and 25, located in Robbinsville Township, in order to allow for the 

construction of 12 5-bedroom single family homes.  

The entire lots cover 64.8 acres and are currently a mixture of farmland and woodland. Mercer 

County Planning and the NJ Department of Environmental Protection have reviewed this 

application, have found it to be consistent with applicable state and county WQMP regulations, and 

the Mercer County Master Plan, and have therefore arranged for this amendment application to be 

publicly noticed and presented before the public and the Mercer County Planning Board today, 11 

AUG, 2021. The Township of Robbinsville has been notified of the need to review this project for 

consistency with its municipal master plan and zoning but has not replied as of today.  

Statement of Adequate Notice: In accordance with the Statewide Water Quality Management 

Planning rules (NJAC 7:15-3.5) and the Mercer County Wastewater Management Plan Amendment 

Procedures, public notice of this proposed amendment titled “Ohm Amrutam” was published in the 

New Jersey Register on June 21, 2021; and both the Trenton Times and Star Ledger newspapers on 

June 21, 2021 

• There was not vote regarding this Mercer County Sewer Service Amendment at this time. A vote 

will take place at the September 9th, 2021 meeting. 

• A condensed transcript of this new business item can be viewed under Attachment C 
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MEETING NOTICE

MERCER COUNTY OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the regularly scheduled meeting of the Mercer County Open Space
Preservation Board for Tuesday, June 1, 2021 at 5:00 pm will now take place as a virtual meet-
ing.  Please visit http://www.mercercounty.org/departments/planning/open-space/open-space
-board for the agenda and instructions on how to access the meeting.

In order to participate by phone, use one of the following phone numbers:
US: +1 301 715 8592 or +1 312 626 6799 or +1 929 436 2866  or +1 253 215 8782  or +1 346
248 7799  or +1 669 900 6833

Webinar ID: 869 3188 3209

Emily Blackman, Board Secretary
5/21/21          THE TIMES            $19.72



MEETING NOTICE

MERCER COUNTY PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the regularly scheduled meeting of the
Mercer County Planning Board for Wednesday, August 11, 2021 at
9:00 am will now take place as an in-person meeting.  Please visit http
://www.mercercounty.org/departments/planning/planning-board for
the meeting agenda.  The meeting will be held in Room 211 of the
McDade Administration Building, 640 South Broad Street, Trenton, NJ
08611.   Regular meeting dates for the remainder of 2021 are Thurs-
day, September 9th, Wednesday, October 13th, Wednesday, Novem-
ber 10th, and Wednesday, December 8th and will be held in person at
the same time and location.  ****Masks are required****
7/27/21          THE TIMES            $13.05
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