NOVEMBER SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION

PETITION PACKET

Included in this packet:

· LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 

· NOMINATING PETITION - Individual and Joint (Pursuant to S-868/A-2030 enacted on May 30, 2018, which allows Board of Education candidates to circulate a nominating petition jointly and to be bracketed together on the ballot.)

· CANDIDACY DATES

· REPORTING OF EXPENDITURES
LEGAL REQUIREMENTS:


To become a member of a local board of education in New Jersey, you must –

1.  Be able to read and write.

2.  Hold U.S. citizenship and one year’s residency in the school district.

3.  Be registered to vote in the district before filing the nominating petition.

4.  Have no interest in any contract with, or claim against, the board.

5.  Not hold office as mayor or member of the municipal governing body.

6.  Not simultaneously hold two elective offices.

7. Not be disqualified from membership for the conviction of certain crimes. (Within 30 days of election or appointment to the board, a member must undergo a criminal history background investigation through the state Department of Education.) 

NOMINATING PETITION


Each candidate for election, including incumbents, must be nominated directly by petition, signed by at least ten people (one of whom may be the candidate).  Petitions may be signed in person or by electronic signature as per https://nj.gov/state/elections/candidate-information.shtml. 

Each nominating petition, addressed to the Mercer County Clerk, must state the following:

•
That the signers are qualified voters in the school district

•
The name, residence and post office address of the candidate and the office for which

the candidate is endorsed

•
That the signers endorse the candidate and ask that his or her name be printed on the ballot

•
That the candidate is legally qualified to be a school board member


The nomination petition also contains a notice advising candidates that they are required to comply with the New Jersey Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act.


The nominating petition includes a section where one of the signers makes a sworn statement verifying that the petition is prepared in good faith, signed by each of the signers in his or her own handwriting, and that he or she believes that the signers are duly qualified voters in the school district.  The candidate, if he or she is one of the signers of the petition, may also make the verification.


Nominating petitions must be filed with the Mercer County Clerk on or before 4 p.m., Monday, July 29, 2024.

CANDIDACY DATES
July 29, 2024
4:00 pm. Deadline for candidates to file nominating petitions with the Mercer 



County Clerk.
Aug. 12, 2024
Drawing for Ballot position at the office of the Mercer County Clerk – 3:00 p.m.
Aug. 16, 2024
Last day for a candidate to withdraw from the election.  A signed, written notice



must be filed with the Mercer County Clerk.


Nov. 5, 2024

General Election (including school board elections).  




Note: Board members must undergo criminal history checks through the New



Jersey Department of Education within 30 days of election or appointment.
REPORTING OF EXPENDITURES


The New Jersey Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act requires all school board candidates who receive any contribution (including their own funds), regardless of the amount, to file a Certificate of Organization and Designation of Campaign Treasurer and Depository form with the Election Law Enforcement Commission (ELEC).  Candidates may be required to complete other ELEC forms.  

ELEC is the regulatory agency regarding campaign contributions.  Board candidates may contact ELEC or go online to obtain the Compliance Manual for Candidates, which provides full instructions and reporting forms.  Questions and requests for information should be directed to ELEC at (609) 292-8700, or visit its website at www.elec.state.nj.us.

